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PROCEEDI NGS

MR. WOODY: Okay.

MR. BALES: Well, we started off at six
o' clock. We | oaded up. And | give the custoners the
spi el about the boat and everything and all the
saf ety equi pnent. Then we headed out know ng that
the bar was a little bit bunpy. W had to go out
and wait for it, to calmdown. You can’'t see it
fromin there. So you just go out there and pick a
way through it.

MR. WOODY: Okay.

MR. BALES: The Norwester, the Oakland Pil ot
and nyself and the Taki Too were all sitting out
there watching it. And the Norwester --

MR. WOODY: | n what order?

MR. BALES: Like that, Norwester, Gakl and
Pilot, nyself and the Taki Too. But, we mll

around, you know, and the Norwester went first. He
headed out first and then the Oakland Pil ot and then
| picked ny spot and | went. And then here cone
Doug, | guess. | never seen, | never seen Doug. He
was there in the bar, but once | start out, | don’t
wat ch behind me, because what | want to see is ahead
of me anyway. So, | don’t care what is behind ne.

MR. WOODY: Okay.

MR. BALES: And | got across the bar, of
course, | looked up and the first thing | heard, I
t hought | heard this on the radio and | told the
i nsurance conpany, | heard the Coast Guard cone on
or somebody conme on and say that the D&D has been
over. Well, | knew it happened because | was in it,
you know, and so | said, well, we are not over. So,
| moved on out a little further because | thought
maybe they couldn’t see nme down, you know, maybe the
swell was too high. So I noved on out, so they could
see me. And then | |istened and that happened, so |
headed on up to go fishing. | got about, oh,
probably a half, nmaybe not even a half mle up the
road, up in the water there, and then it come over
on 16 that there was a boat that had tipped over, |
think they said with 19 passengers. So, | knew how
many passengers where on Doug’s boat, so, it had
ti pped over.

So, | turned around and went back and
call ed the Coast Guard and asked themif there was
anything | could do, you know, if | could help them
in any way. And they said, well, | could go out and
get people, and | said, well, I amnot in, | have
got 19 people onboard, so | am not going to go in,
on the surf line and | wasn't thinking at that tinme,
that the tide was noving in by then, so all | was
doing is spinning wheels out there. | nean, it had
been a mracle for sonmebody to get out to nme. There
is no way that they could have got out to me because
| was probably half nmle off, half a mle, three
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gquarters of mle off to sea. There is no way they
coul d have gotten to ne.

So, we sit around out there. | waited
around out for about an hour and a half. And ny
people started getting sick, so, |, Shawn, was

first, he said, he called nme on the radio, he said,

| am going to take my on down, we are going to go
out and still fish and | said, well, I am too. |
need to get these people away fromthis turmil, you
know. And so, we, | asked the passengers, do you
want to go fishing or do you want to stay here, or
do -- You can bounce around here until noon or we
can go fishing. And nost of themsaid, well, let’'s
go fishing. A couple of themsaid | would just as
assume go on, but, that isn’'t going to happen,
because | am not going to take you in until the bar
flattens out. | knew that when we |eft, that the

ti de change was going to be a two o’ cl ock, 1:51,

t hi nk when the tide goes out. And any tine after

12, one o’ clock, the bar is going to have enough
water on it, no matter how it is, it is going to
flatten out. So, | said that is when | said, we are
going to be out until noon, at |east noon.

So, we went on and went down fishing. At
noon we were back or 12:30, the bar was flat, or
fairly flat, you m ght have sone bunp on it, but it
was flat enough we could turn around and cone on in.

And that is how ny day went.

MR. WOODY: Okay. You said the tide changes
about two o’ cl ock?

MR. BALES: The tide changes about two
o’ cl ock.

MR. WOODY: Two o’ clock. You came back in
about what time?

BALES: About one o’ cl ock.
WOODY: One o’ cl ock.

2DDDD
2

: One, 1:30.
WOODY: (i naudi bl e)
BALES: Yeah, just about. It is, there
is plenty of water on the bar at that tinme, well,
you, guys, know it. The full water is your best

ti de, when you have got full water that is the best
tide. That is it.

MR. WOODY: Okay.

MR. BALES: Any questions and | will answer
t hem

MR. WOODY: Okay. You went out and you
mlled around, how many times did you turn around,
how did you | ook, what thoughts did you have trying

to find -- at what point | can go.

MR. BALES: Well, we had, | could | ook at ny
TPS and show you, ny track out there. It covered
about, oh, let’s see | had it on a half mle scale,
so | covered probably about a half mle, | was
covering around, just circling, looking. | told the
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passengers -- It is best if they are watching
anyway, instead of | ooking at the water and getting
sick, but, they are | ooking around.

MR. WOODY: When you were in the channel, in
the jetty, trying to fix your timng to get out.

MR. BALES: Right.

MR. WOODY: How many tines --

MR. BALES: Oh, in there? How many tines |
mll around in there? Oh, | don't know, | was there
for, oh, 45 m nutes | suppose.

MR. WOODY: Okay.

MR. BALES: | don’t have, | don’t have to
circle, you pull up and you put it in reverse and
sit there and watch it. It is best if |I can keep ny
eye on it, it is best to |look at this way, then
circle around and have to keep cranking your head, |
m ght have nissed something, so | always try to back
up so | can watch it, and then | can see everything
that is happeni ng ahead of ne.

MR. WOODY: What position were you when you
backed in, up and going forward?

MR. BALES: What --

MR. WOODY: -- the jetties or --

MR. BALES: Oh, no, how far out on the
jetties?

MR. WOODY: Yes.

MR. BALES: Oh, no, | would back in -- | was

about hal fway between the tower and the jetties.
There used to be a gate up there and I think it is
gone now, and it is about right across from where
the gate used to be. And that is where | sat. And
that is what we, the boat, the boat was turned too
much and | couldn’t get it to come around and then |

kicked it in gear and go back up and m Il around
again or if | started to get too far out where |
wasn’'t confortable, | would turn it around and go
back up and then start all over again. | nmean, it
isn’t good to sit there because -- boat don't back
up very well, anyway.

MR. WOODY: Yes.

MR. BALES: So, that is what we did.

MR. WOODY: Okay. Now, when you pick your
time to go out, does it matter -- are you waiting
for it to flatten out or just waiting for just the
occurrence of a good break or good --

MR. BALES: Well, obviously when you get
closer to slack type, the bar gets flatter, whether
it islowtide or high tide, it gets flatter. So,
the |l onger we sit there, the flatten the bar is
going to get, you know. So, | was just watching and
of course the |longer you are sitting there,
everything is changing and it flattens out enough
t hat you can go.

MR. WOODY: You can make go.

Once you got out to sea with your people,
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did you, was it, did you have a confortable ride out
t here?
MR. BALES: Oh, yeah, oh, yeah. It was

beauti ful . It, I think the forecast called for 11
foot swells, but, | really don't think it got that
tall. Now, com ng back, when we conme back, after
fishing, it was probably running about 11 foot then,
but when we were sitting out there, | didn't think
it was that tall. It nmight have been, but it didn't
feel that tall. They were really spread out, really

gquite a distance between them

MR. WOODY: Okay. How far out were you, how
far up the coast were you when you were fishing?

MR. BALES: It was about, about three mles.

MR. WOODY: Three mles. And were you
south --

MR. BALES: And then we went south. W
were, initially we were going to go north, | always
head up north, until this happened, and we sat
around out there and the time gets by you, where |
don’t have tine to go north, you know, and get you
back in tine.

MR. WOODY: Okay.

MR. BALES: So, we decided to go, we made
the decision or | nmade the decision.

MR. WOODY: About how far south did you go?

MR. BALES: Just seven m | es.

MR. WOODY: Seven m | es, okay.

MR. BALES: It is seven mles down to three

MR. WOODY: | amtrying to find where your
fishing hole is.

MR. BALES: You want sone -- | will give it

to you.

MR. WOODY: Yes.

MR. BALES: It is easier that way, rather
t han guessi ng.

MR. WOODY: Do you renenber --

MR. BALES: They were running, where we,
yeah, they were, | amsure they were comng pretty
much right out of the west or just slightly
nort hwest, nmaybe. Because it seened |like that they

MR. WOODY: Now, were there any other swells
t hat --

MR. BALES: Pardon nme?

MR. WOODY: Were there any other swell
systenms coming in that you could detect?

MR. BALES: No, no.

MR. WOODY: All was the swells the west.

MR. BALES:. Ri ght.

MR. WOODY: Maybe a little north or west.

MR. BALES: Yeah, | didn’t, you nean like
was there really west boarding on the bar? You
know, where you get this and that?
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MR. WOODY: | am just asking for, if you
coul d renenber --

MR. BALES: Well, on the bar out here, you
have, you get that west boarded effect so to speak,
where they don’t know where they are going, you know
what | mean? They were running, well, they were,
you get sone that are coming fromthe northwest and
you get sonme coming fromthe west. So, they were
com ng in, oh, | suppose, maybe a little nore
nort hwest out on the bar there.

MR. WOODY: Okay.

MR. BALES: But, when you are runni ng out,
crossing, when | turned to make, to go out, | run
nort hwest because | want to -- as well, that is
usual ly what | do.

MR. WOODY: Now when you go out to channel
course, do you conme to point where you either go
south or you go north?

MR. BALES: Well, when | go out, | amin the
center.

MR. WOODY: In the center.

MR. BALES: Yeah, | like to be in the
center, | can see both sides and see what is going

on. And so | sit in the center.

MR. WOODY: Can you go straight out over the
bar or do you have to --

MR. BALES: Ch, | don’t think I would if |
were you.

MR. WOODY: You don’'t do that.

MR. BALES: Oh, no, there is only, there is
probably, there are places out there where | don’t
t hi nk you have got 30 feet of water. |[If | was you,
if I was, oh, no, |I would never go straight out. As
soon as | get across the bar, | either go north or
sout h, whichever way | want to go, get off the bar,
and go out on the ocean. Yeah, | don't, | wouldn’t
want to be on the bar.

MR. WOODY: Okay.

MR. BALES: | get away fromit as fast as |
can. So, as soon as we get outside into the south
jetty, about 200 yards out, nmaybe, well, they have
got, they have got a buoy that it is sitting there,
about hal fway between the buoy and the south jetty,
is where the jetty is washed away and if you get
out, and you can see -- start whaling there, if you
get, before you get the white water right there.

Al'l you have got to is go just outside of that and
you can go right on out. And then the north, the
north you just go out and, go 200 yards, 300 yards
and you are safe to make your turn, because the
jetties have --

MR. WOODY: |Is there anything that could be
done that would have a lasting effect on, you know,
crossing the bar out there?

MR. BALES: You know, | know that everybody
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i's harping and they
it dredged. But |
Engi neers is ever
doit. | mean, it i
the only thing that

how Il ong a lasting effect that woul d have.
woul d have to research it. |

that thing tonorrow
fill back it. |

ago, about it dredged,
com ng back up even
dredgi ng, and |

sonebody said that t

don’ t
to have it dredged out.
sonebody who did sone research on it

would like, | would |like to see

don’t think the Corps of
going to conme up with the noney to

i s
know

s a lot of nmoney. And that
could save it. And | don’'t
They
mean, you coul d dredge
and in a month fromnow it could
know. But, it would be nice

And | know, | talked to
here two years
and they were talking about
into the channel sone and

guess the environnentalists or

hey can’t do that, because of

the crabs and the oysters and the clans and stuff,

it would kill them

MR. WOODY: -- environnmentalists, because
they can, certainly don't want to be at war with the
environmental i sts --

MR. BALES: Oh, definitely.

MR. WOODY: Would it be a lasting thing? |
was j ust wonderi ng.

MR. BALES: That | couldn’'t tell you. |
really, | am not an engineer. No way that | ever, |
couldn’t tell you. It has gotten worse in the past
years, | nean, over the last, since | have been
runni ng boat, which is eight years, charter boat.

It has gotten worse. But, | run ny own boat for 15
years. | started in ‘78, about ‘78 and | had a
little troller that I would come out here fishing.

| fished out here since ‘78, so, ‘78, ‘79, and |
know it has gotten worse since then.

MR. WOODY: Since then.

MR. BALES: Oh, yeah. A |lot worse.

MR. WOODY: How | ong have you been driving
boats in this area?

MR. BALES: Since about *78.

MR. WOODY: Since ‘' 78.

MR. BALES: Yeah. But, | have al ways had, |

have al ways had a smal |

boat . | had 24 foot

run prior to getting the captain’ s |icense.
wor ked on the charter

wasn’'t fishing. So,

nmy boat was always a snal |l
And that is what I
And |
you know, when
have crossed that

Bayl i ner.

boats a | ot,
| have a, |

bar a | ot of tinmes.

MR. WOODY: A |ot of tines.

MR. BALES: | have got a lot of bar tinme. |
am not, | shouldn’t say | am not scared of it, but |
have a | ot of respect for it.

MR. WOODY: How | ong have you been operating
t he D&D?

MR. BALES:. See | started, let’s see, Doug
sold that, see, | went, Doug has it had it four
years, about five years, four or five years.
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MR. WOODY: Four or five years.

MR. BALES: Four or five, | amnot, let’s
see | got, Mck has it three years now. And
wor ked for Doug, | guess about five years, | have
been operating the D&. | told you -- four years,
but I think it is five years.

MR. WOODY: And M ck has had for three

years.

MR. BALES: He has had it for three.

MR. WOODY: Three.

MR. BALES: | think so, yeah. GCkay. And
then | think Doug had it for, | think, when Pear
left, two years prior to that is when |I went to work
there with, | used to work Troller Charters, which
is Troller.

MR. WOODY: Troller.

MR. BALES: The one on the end there with
St eve Vei nus, you know, where he has got it now.
And then | ran the M schief and the Big G out there.
And when Larry and Lorraine Vancouver sold it, then
| went to work for Doug and that is where | have
been ever since. And of course, Doug sold it to
M ck and well, now we are right here.

MR. WOODY: Did you ever get any pressure
fromthe owner of the boat or the operator to go
out ?

MR. BALES: No. | told themand | told Doug
and | told, | told themall, | said, it is ny
decision. If | want to go, | don’'t give a shit if
the bar is flat and the ocean is flat, if |I don't
feel confortable, I amnot going. | nean, that is
the way it is.

MR. WOODY: Now, when you go, you are
getting a certain anount of income that day.

MR. BALES: So, what the hell is incone?

MR. WOODY: Yes.

MR. BALES: So is only noney, it isn't a |ot
of nmoney. We don’t make a |lot of nobney at this. |
enjoy fishing, and that is what | do it for. |

don’t do it for the noney, | guarantee you. And no,
t hey have never pressured ne to take a trip. Nobody
has. But, | set that |aw down right at the

begi nni ng before | ever went to work for them
WOODY: We have -- We al ways ask your

age.
MR. BALES: Fifty eight.
MR. WOODY: Fifty eight, okay.
MR. BALES: | was born in 1945.
MR. WOODY: Okay.
MR. BALES: February 6.
MR. WOODY: Okay.
MR. BALES: That would be all on ny license.
MR, WOODY: Sure.
MR. BALES: O course that has all of that
i nformation.
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MR. WOODY: Are you taking any prescription
medi cati ons or anything like that?

MR. BALES: Well, | take bl ood pressure
medi cine, that is all.

MR. WOODY: Okay.

MR. BALES: | take, well, | don't even know
what the nanme of it is.

MR. WOODY: Okay.

MR. BALES: But, that is all | take.

MR. WOODY: Your vision is good?

MR. BALES: Yeah.

MR. WOODY: Feel good?

MR. BALES: Oh, yeah, yeah. | was out

shovel i ng sand today, out of the boat. Did they
ever get it nmoved?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: It is, | guess about
hal fway up the beach now.

MR. BALES: So, they are working on it.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: They are dragging it

hard, | guess.
MR. BALES: Well, they will have it
destroyed, but, it is a total, but, | know that,

you, guys, wanted to inspect it, didn't you?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Yes.

MR. BALES: Sonmebody wanted to take a | ook
at it.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Yeah, there are other
NTSB nmenmbers that are with the boat now and will be
| ooking at it shortly.

MR. BALES: Yeah.

MR. WOODY: Bobby, is there anything where
t he conpany, does the conpany have any ki nd of
policy as sending the bigger boats out first and
then the little boats?

MR. BALES: Well, it depends on, the way
they are trying to do it, is split, you know, so
everybody has a trip, they are trying to run in them
a sequence, whoever took the last trip, they go to
the tail end of the line, which is the third boat.
And, you know, they are trying that. This is the
first year they have tried it. And so, you know,

t hey don’t have any policy that way. As far as, it
has never been that way anyway.

MR. WOODY: Okay.

MR. BALES: O course, when Doug had it, he
was nunber one, you know, nunber one boat, so he, of
course, he wanted to go first, when Doug had the,
which is fine. O course, | was nunber two, so that
didn’t nake any difference. It was a |ot of work
for all of us, you know. So, that is we, that is
t he way things have been worki ng.

MR. WOODY: The other thing is would you
fill the big boats up first and the little ones up
next ?

MR. BALES: No, no.
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MR. WOODY: Anything like that?

MR. BALES: Well, if you had, they only
carry about, even the big boat, it doesn't carry
t hat many nore than we do, you know.

MR. WOODY: Okay.

MR. BALES: And, so -- | could use another
little shot, thank you. | lost my train of thought
t here.

MR. WOODY: We were tal ki ng about the taking
turns.

MR. BALES: Oh, yeah.

MR. WOODY: That sort of thing.

MR. BALES: Oh, the ampunt of people. No,
t hey --

MR. WOODY: And | guess the question was,
you fill the big boats and then you fill little

boats | ast.

MR. BALES: Yeah.

MR. WOODY: And you were saying the --

MR. BALES: The boats are the sanme size
except the Norwester.

MR. WOODY: | think you, the big boats don’t
carry all that many nore.

MR. BALES: No, see, he only carries, he
doesn’'t like to carry nore than about 20, or 24,
maybe. Well, we, | take 20, 18 and 2. So, you
know, there is not that nuch difference. The only
thing it is nore confortable for himif he has got
20, 24 people onboard on a 43 foot boat, it is nuch
nore confortable than --

MR. WOODY: Okay. So, he could carry 20
peopl e.

MR. BALES: Yes.

MR. WOODY: WAs the other boat certified to
carry the sanme thing?

MR. BALES: No, he was certified to 22.

MR. WOODY: Twenty two, okay.

MR. BALES: Twenty two people. 1In fact he
was certified, he had, the reason, | used to be
al so, but or the D&D used to be, but they changed it
when the Coast Guard, we had to put on, we had to
put in a new bul khead, because they said the

bul khead that we had wasn’t sufficient. So, we nade
t hat change.

well, first of all, let nme go back, back
anot her vyear. They told us we had to do it and

then they said we didn't have to do it. And so,
but, he said, in order to get away fromit, we had
to change the rafts. W had to go froma flotation
device to the raft.

MR. WOODY: Right.

MR. BALES: So, that is what we did. And
then this year we had to put in a bul khead in. They
said, no, that wasn’t sufficient. W had to put a
bul khead in. And so, that is the reason --
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(Pause.)

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | am sorry, | got
cal |l ed away, you were tal king about the requirenents
for life saving equipnment.

MR. BALES:. Yeah, well, two years ago they
told us that we needed to change, we had to put a
bul khead i n.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Ri ght, in each
subdi vi si on.

MR. BALES: Each subdivision. And then when
we were, we were in the process of starting to do
that, as a matter of fact we were being inspected,
and they said, no, you don’t have to do it. W can
go to the flotation devices.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Ri ght.

MR. BALES: So, we did. And then this year
t hey said, no, you can’t do that, you have to put in
a bul khead, so we put in a bul khead. But, that is
that the Taki, that is the D&D.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Ri ght.

MR. BALES: And we are tal king about the
Taki here. And they didn’t have to do that. There
was a problem the reason we got into this was the,
for some reason the D&D must be heavier, because
they didn't float in the water the sane. Fromthe
water level, fromthe water to where they were, to
the top of the rail, was different in the two boats.

And that, the Taki, they | oaded, we have to do al
of this, load themw th water, you know, so the --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Yes.

MR. BALES: Check the --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Stability.

MR. BALES: Well, it wasn’t the stability,
they would fill, they wanted to be able to fill the
engi ne conpartnment with water, and still float. |
think is what the whole thing stems from
Sonmething like that. | nmean, that was what the
wei ght was for. |If they figured this nuch water
wei ghs this much, put it in this conpartnment, it is
i ke a subdivision.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Ri ght.

MR. BALES: And it -- Yeah.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay.

MR. BALES: And that was, and then they do
this, and then they neasure it fromthe water |evel
to the side, | think, | don’t remenber exactly where
they measure it. And, and for sonme reason the D&D
woul dn’t pass, that is how we got into having to go

into the -- and all of that, but the Taki passed
fine. He passed, got to put the two rafts on and
still hold his 22 people. Well, we had to find out,
we -- they asked me, he said, well, you can buy a

bi gger raft, so you can hold 26 or sonething. |
said, hell, no, 20 is fine.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: So, the Taki Too
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just had the one |ife boat.

MR. BALES: No, it has two. Two of them

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Real | y.

MR. BALES: Oh, wait a mnute, no, no, you
are right, he only had the one. He used to have
t wo.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay.

MR. BALES: He used to have two. And that
one that is on there, the big one, conme off the D&D
because it was, it was a device for 22 people.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay.

MR. BALES:. Yeah, that is right. That is
how it was, yeah. He used to have two. And they
used to sit right behind, right behind the bridge up
there, both of them when they would --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay.

MR. BALES: And when they had all of,
changed everything around, they had to put it on top
and they took the one, we took the one off the D&D,
because | couldn’t use it anynore.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Ri ght.

MR. BALES: And m ght as well use it over
there, so that brought himup, so he could haul 22
people still.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay.

MR. BALES: That is how --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: -- working all year

You are working all year.

MR. BALES: Yes.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: How nmany tinmes woul d
you say in the year, say days, would you have to
turn around and not be able to cross the bar?

MR. BALES: You know, that is a hard
decision. Let’'s see |last year? Last year was a
pretty good year. The year before that we turned

around quite a bit. Last year wasn't too bad,
probably six or eight tinmes, | suppose. This year |
haven’t had, | don’t think |I have turned around

once, but it has not been as busy, you know, and
when you are not as busy, obviously, you are not,

you are not going out there every day. Now, | don’t
think that any of the other boats have turned
around. A lot of tinmes we will go out, before we
even go out, we will go out to the, where the tower

is at, and take a | ook and we can see the ocean and
stuff fromthere, and if the wind is blow ng 90
mles an hour, so to speak, and the wi nds is blow ng
-- We just go back up and say, send them on hone,
and we are just going to bag it.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Ri ght.

MR. BALES: If | nake a nove to the bar, |
usually wite it in the | ogbook and then wite
canceled by it. That nmeans | went out there, and
turned around and cone back.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Yes.
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MR. BALES: Well, for one thing, that gives
me, just the time on the water, any tinme | untie
like that, | get an extra tine on the water. It
hel ps ny license.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay.

MR. WOODY: -- the six or eight turn
arounds, that was |ast year or the year before?

MR. BALES: That was | ast year.

MR, WOODY: Last year.

MR. BALES:. This year, | don’t think --

MR. WOODY: One year did you say was quite
good, all year |ong was good.

MR. BALES: That was, that was | ast year.
The year before that we had several, a lot of turn
arounds. But, that year we had a wind and stuff,
too. | can renenmber during the Halibut and days in
May, when it was, ah, sloppy, sloppy, sloppy. W
turned around a lot of tines in there. The |ast
coupl e of years we haven’t had to turn around as
many.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Is talk on the radio
when they are goi ng out there?

MR. BALES: Sonetines, |ike, |ike yesterday,
| called Tron and asked hi m how t he ocean was.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: What did he say?

MR. BALES: He said the ocean was fine,

which it was. It was a beautiful ocean. He said
the bar was a little bit sloppy. Well, | could see
that. | was sitting on it, but, I won't listen to
anybody else. VWhen | am going to nake a bar
crossing, | amthe one nmaking the decision whether |
want to go. | amnot going to listen to you or you

or you and say, okay, now you can go. No, that
aint the way it is going to work. That is the sane
with -- just got to nmake that decision, that is the
captain’s decision to make that decision to go,
because | amthe one that has got to plan it out and
| have got to know when, what | am going to do and |
want to make sure that, you know, there are a |lot of
peopl e on there.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Di d you have any
conversations with Doug at all?

MR. BALES: No, | didn't. He is up on the
bri dge there and when he is up there and there is a
breeze blowi ng and stuff, his mke, a ot of tinmes
you can’'t, it has got a lot of wind noise init.

And so, | don't talk to him unless we are out
fishing and stuff, then we can talk there. He
never, | have never seen himfollow ne out or
anything, so | don’t know -- when he went down, |

asked the passengers, do you see him back there and
they said, no, we didn't see him So,

| -- Looking out, have you ever got on the boat and
was running it where the cockpit is at, and you

| ooked out the back, got the overhang with my life
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UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Yes.

MR. BALES: You have seen it down there.
Okay. Then you see the overhang.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Yes.

MR. BALES: And then you have got your --
and rail and stuff back there. Well, if you are up
in the top, |ooking back, you have only got about
that much to see. So, when | am | ooki ng out of
there, | can't see it.

(Pause.)

MR. BALES: So, you can’t see much out
there. So, if you have got any swell at all, |
couldn’t see. | would had have to got off the
wheel , wal ked out and | ooked down the side. | nean,
| have done it before when we have been out there,
just to see where the other boats are at and stuff.

But, just not a practice. | wouldn't do it until
| was way outside, away fromthe bar, anyway. Too
many t hi ngs happen.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Do you renenber
exactly what it was after the Norwester went across
the bar that Tron said on the radio?

MR. BALES: No, | don’t. | don’t know what
he said.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Woul d you
characterize it as, as he stated --

MR. BALES: Well, yeah, it was, like | say,
| don’t, | don't listen to that anyway and | just
remenmber himsaying it is a little bit lucky. But,
| do remenber himand Steve were having a
conversation when | was sitting there waiting, that
there was sone debris in the water.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Steve Dana.

MR. BALES: Steve Dana.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Oakl and Pil ot.

MR. BALES: Oakl and Pil ot.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay.

MR. BALES: And | never seen the debris
until | got outside and | did see a |log out there.
But, | never seen it when | was crossing the bar.
Never seen it.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay. So, that this
|l og, and the debris that you saw --

MR. BALES: WAs outsi de.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: -- was outside of
where it was breaking.

MR. BALES: Ri ght.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay.

MR. BALES: Yeah, | was outside and | seen
it out there.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay.

MR. BALES: It wasn't, it wasn’t on the bar.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Now, when you got out
to the tips of the jetties and you decided to go for
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it, I mssed whether you had decided, did you go
north or did you go south?

MR. BALES: | went north.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: You went north,

Ckay.

MR. BALES: We were all going to run north
t hat norni ng.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay. And this debris
that you said you saw the | og and stuff, it was
out si de of that area.

MR. BALES: Right, it was outside of the
swell's, the break.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay.

MR. BALES: But, there was | ogs out there.
| never seen, see, you have got to, been down here
and listen to the radio a lot, there is, that is one
of the reasons we don’'t pay attention to a |ot of
things that is said. A lot of people talk and they
don’t, you can’t believe a lot of things they say,
so to speak. So, you just, there are a few of them
if he says sonething, you can take it to the bank,
and there are a few others that you had better weigh
it out and take about 50 percent of it away.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: And what cat egory
woul d Tron have fallen into?

MR. BALES: Tron is a good captain.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay.

MR. BALES: He woul d be one of themthat
woul d be, if he said something, it is pretty true.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay. So, you don’t
recall him saying anything that --

MR. BALES: No, | don’t recall him saying
anyt hing that adverse or anything other than it was
alittle bit sloppy. But, | could see that. |
could see what | was | ooking at, you know.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: How does Doug fit
into your --

MR. BALES: Doug was very good.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Very good.

MR. BALES: He was a good friend, too. He
was a good guy. Very conscientious. Always running

the boat that | can renmenber, it was, he is always
on the bridge running the boat. So, when you are
up there, | love, the only thing | didn't |ike about

that boat, if you are down in the cabin, you can’'t
see anything. But, if you are on the bridge, you
can see everything and that makes it neat. | nean,
you can see everything out there.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: What ki nd of roof did
it have on it? Ws it a -- or was a canopy or --

MR. BALES: You nean, where the, it didn't
have a roof on --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: There was no roof.

MR. BALES: No, no. It is all open.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Al |l open.
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(Change of tape.)

MR. BALES: -- so it noves back and forth
and that is what we do.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay. So, primarily
you are just kind of stationed, keeping in this
ar ea.

MR. BALES: Oh, yeah. One tine | was al npost
back up to the tower, the Coast Guard was sitting
ri ght back in here.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay. So the Coast
Guard was back in here.

MR. BALES: Yeah, it seened, well, not that
close to the south jetty, but he was out, he was
behi nd us.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay.

MR. BALES: And | don’t remenber the order,
whi ch way they were sitting there.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay. Now, we have
had descri bed that some of the boats would do I|ike
race tracks, that some of the guys were just kind of
li ke station keeping, is that true or --

MR. BALES: Well, Doug, Doug al ways woul d,
woul d, he would follow along and go up there and
then he would turn and look at it and come back up.

Just kind of make a circle out of it.
UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay.
MR. BALES: | didn't prefer to do it that

way. | preferred to --
UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay.
MR. BALES: -- to sit there where | could

see it. And | amnot going to tell himhe has to do
sonet hing different, because he is running the boat
a | ot longer than | have.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: So, he was doing this
race track, inland of where you were, right? O |
mean, was he actually comi ng up and around?

MR. BALES: He would cone up right by us,
yeabh.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay. So he woul d
pass in front of you sonetines.

MR. BALES: Oh, yeah.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay.

MR. BALES: That is the way he run the boat,
and that is fine.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay.

MR. BALES: If you can --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: So, he is |ike all
over this place.

MR. BALES: Yes.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: And everybody el se
just elected to pretty nmuch just kind of --

MR. BALES: Well, these boats --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: -- to station --

MR. BALES:. -- with twin engines, they can
sit wherever they want to.
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UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Ri ght. So, they just
ki nd of get up there and then at sone point they see
a break and whoever is there, decides --

MR. BALES: No, usually sonmebody will make a
nove and the other one won't go.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Oh, okay. So,
sonebody edged a little bit ahead and --

MR. BALES: Yeah.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: -- and just, in
| ooking at the things, and at that point they
deci ded to go. Everybody el se just hangs on.

MR. BALES: Oh, yeah.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: And this guy just
floors it and goes for it and everybody el se stays -

MR. BALES: You don’t floor it.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Yeah.

MR. BALES:. You just work your way through
t here.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Ri ght.

MR. BALES: You know, it is --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay.

MR. BALES: You don’t want to, you floor it,
you woul d come off the back side one of them and
knock the bottomright out of it.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay. Okay. So, you
exit to the north, and then --

MR. BALES: Yes.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: And then the next
guy, whoever, is kind of up there --

MR. BALES:. Whoever wants to go, whoever
wants to go and Bill, the pilot was sitting right
t here behind him

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay.

MR. BALES: And then he went right after
t hat .

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay.

MR. BALES: And | noved up and just kind of
nmoved up a little closer and just kept easing ny way
forward. | didn't want to get too close to them
because they are sitting there.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Ri ght, right.

MR. BALES: | stayed back and when they
went, | kind of eased ny way forward and got up
there to, where | could see what was goi ng on.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay. When the Tak
Too was doing her little, her lazy orbits up here,
when she was getting as close to the jetty tips as
she was before she is turning around, was she
getting enough of a viewto really see what was
goi ng on out here as, you know, as well a view as
these two guys would be getting?

MR. BALES: Oh, no, he wouldn’'t have. You
couldn’t, he would have to conme out further.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay.

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
(301) 565- 0064



O~NO O WNPE

MR. BALES: You couldn’'t see that even for
me. | couldn’t see it south of the, or north of
there until | was up at the tips.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: So, really at this
poi nt --

MR. BALES: You are watching --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: You are thinking --

MR. BALES: What you are probably doing, is
counting the swells, |looking at the, looking at it,
wat chi ng the swells, where they are breaking, how
t hey are breaking, you know, taking all of this into
consi deration and then when you get up to where you
want to make your nove, you al ready have sonet hing
in the back of your mnd that says, well, nowis the
time to go. And what he is going to do.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay.

MR. BALES: And that is, or that is the way
| do it, anyway. So, | can sit right back here, |
can see everything that is going on fromthis point
out .

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay.

MR. BALES: | can’t see right here, but I
can see out here. And | can count them and | can
see what is breaking, so I know what is going on.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: You are timng to
pl ace yourself up there before you could go.

MR. BALES: That is exactly right. \When it
cones tinme, | know exactly within seconds, you have
got to know how fast your boat is, you have got to
know everyt hi ng about it.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Yes.

MR. BALES: And | know the boat is slow, so,
| know when | get up there, | had better have tine
to get across it. If I don't, then | have got to
back up and start over again.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: But, you al so know
that you are not going until these two guys are out
of here.

MR. BALES: Ch, | wouldn’t come in front of

them no.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Yeah. COkay.

MR. BALES: No, | wouldn’t do that.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: All right.

MR. BALES: | didn't like the | ooks of it
anyway, when we were sitting there. It took ne, it
t ook about another, after they left, |I probably 15
or 20 m nutes after they got across that |, that I

nmoved up and - -

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Do you know what tinme
it was that you did that maneuver?

MR. BALES: | think it was about 7:30. | am
not --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: About 7: 30.

MR. BALES: -- positive about that, because
we left at six and | mlled around out there for a
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long tine, so, | would have to say, now the tower
was watching. He should have records of all of that
up there.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Yes, we shoul d be
able to get that.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Yeah.

MR. BALES: You should be able to know
exactly.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | think you are
probably about 25 m nutes off, because --

MR. BALES: OCh, was it.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: -- the capsi ze was
at 7:10.

MR. BALES: Oh, | amoff then, okay, al
right.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay. But, you are
right, we should be able to get that.

MR. BALES: You should be able to get that
numnber .

MR. WOODY: Can you think of anything else,
because we have got to go?

MR. BALES: Well, if you have any nore
guestions, feel free to come back and see ne.

MR. WOODY: We are trying to reach Tron
also. Is it T-R-ON?

MR. BALES: Tron, Tron, T-R-ON.

MR. WOODY: Ckay. T-R-O N.

MR. BALES: T-R-ON.

MR. WOODY: Okay. And his last nane?

MR. BALES: Buell.

MR. WOODY: Buell .

MR. BALES: It is Mck’s, Mck’s son.

MR. WOODY: Okay.

(End of interview)
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